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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF,
Washington, D. C., September 11, 1909.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, and to recommend
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accompanying manuscript, entitled "Seeds and Plants Imported
during the Period from January 1 to March 31, 1909: Inventory
No. 18; Nos. 24430 to 25191."
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in Charge of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction with a view to
publication.

Respectfully,
B. T. GALLOWAY,

Chief of Bureau.
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B. P. I.—508.

SEEDS AND PLANTS IMPORTED DURING THE
PERIOD FROM JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 31, 1909:
INVENTORY NO. 18; NOS. 24430 TO 25191.

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT.

The eighteenth inventory, including 761 numbers, comprises the
period between January 1 and March 31, 1909, and contains the col-
lections of only one agricultural explorer, Prof. N. E. Hansen, of
South Dakota, whose eight months' trip into central Asia was made
primarily to secure sufficiently large quantities of the seed of three
wild Medicagos to enable extensive experiments to be carried out in
the Northwest in testing their hardiness.

These three species, which Professor Hansen believes are going to
prove valuable additions to the forage-crop resources of the North-
west, are as follows: No. 24451, Medicago rutJienica, from Charonte,
Mongolia, an arm of the Gobi Desert, where the temperature drops
to the freezing point of mercury at times when there is little snow
on the ground and where in summer the temperature goes above
100° F. This species is a wild forage plant growing in the sandy
region of eastern Siberia and may be of value either as a cultivated
plant like alfalfa or, if allowed to run wild on the ranges, may become
a valuable hardy forage legume. No. 24452, Medicago falcata, from
Obb, in the Tomsk Province, a long-lived legume of the open steppes,
is upright enough to be mown by a mowing machine; will withstand
extremes of drought and cold, and is so promising in its OWTL home
as to have attracted the attention of the Russian agricultural experi-
menters as worthy of domestication and also as being of distinct
value as a wild pasture plant in western Siberia. Professor Hansen
emphasizes its value for all regions in this country where the common
alfalfa is often winterkilled, but does not maintain that in regions
where any of the true alfalfa strains can be grown successfully it is
likely to prove superior. No. 24457, Medicago platy car JM, from
Chylim, in the Tomsk Province, is a wild legume found in timber
clearings and along the edges of forests of central Siberia. This is
not a drought-resistant form, but perhaps rather a moist-region
plant worthy of trial in northern Wisconsin and Minnesota. Owing
to the immense value of any plant which may take the place of
alfalfa in regions where this remarkable crop can not be grown, these
new Siberian alfalfas are receiving the special attention of the forage-
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8 SEEDS AND PLANTS IMPORTED.

crop experts of the Department of Agriculture. They are the most
interesting of more than a hundred and seventy things brought by
Professor Hansen from Siberia, though others worthy of mention
here are a number of durum wheats; remarkable winter muskmelons
(some of them weighing 30 to 40 pounds and capable of keeping all
winter, promising possibilities for the Southwest); the Persian clover
shaftal or "Shabdar" (No. 24548), now being tried for the irrigated
Southwest; and sand binders (Nos. 24555, 24556, 24557, 24558, and
24559) used along the Transcaspian Railway.

Numbers 24759 to 24761 represent the largest importation of
bamboo plants ever brought into the country, comprising more than
3,000 good-sized plants of the three timber species that are grown so
extensively in Japan—two of them for timber and one also for its
edible shoots. These were purchased by an agent from the Japanese
farmers near Nagasaki and brought over by the courtesy of the War
Department on an army transport. They have made a satisfactory
start at Chico, Cal., and will be planted in the South and in California
this autumn. An effort will be made to show what a wonderfully
beautiful thing a bamboo grove is, and to bring this unique timber
material near enough so that our experimenters can study the
methods of its utilization in the fresh state.

Of the introductions secured through correspondence, special atten-
tion should be called to the following:

Of interest to the fruit growers will be the three Javanese fruits—the
Doekoe (No. 24431), the Ramboetan (No. 25163), and the Poelasan
(No. 25164)—delicious East Indian fruits that seem to have not yet
attracted attention in the West Indies; a South China relative of the
orange (Atalantia hilocularis) for breeding purposes; the Indian bael
fruit (No. 24450), which is prized for sherbets by Occidentals, but
esteemed as highly as the orange by the East Indians, and its near rela-
tive from the Philippines, Belou (jlutinosa (No. 24591), both of which
Mr. Swingle suggests should be used in breeding new types of citrus
fruits; the edible passion fruit of Mexico, a much neglected fruit possi-
bility for the Southwest; Diospyros ebenaster, the Zapote Prieto of
Mexico (No. 24600), a relative of the persimmon; a new fine-flavored
mango, with fruit the size of an English walnut, from Tahiti; strains of
the Chilean strawberry (Nos. 24654-24656); five varieties of Chilean
anonas (Nos. 24661-24665); the Legrellei pomegranate (No. 24825)
from Switzerland, an unusually hardy form which matures its fruit in
Paris; a collection of valuable pomegranates from. Bagdad, Arabia
(Nos. 25001-25007); two southern China peaches from Canton (Nos.
24915-24916); the cherry stock used by the Japanese and. upon which
they bench-graft all their ornamental flowering cherries and which
seems not to have been tried for a stock for our fruiting cherries (No.
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JANUARY 1 TO MARCH 'M, 1909. 9

25087); and an interesting aromatic fruit from East Africa, the Kafir
orange (No. 27170).

To those working with cereals and forage crops the following will
be of interest: The Japanese rice (No. 24441) which, according to the
Hawaii Agricultural Experiment Station, promises to supersede
other Japanese types in Hawaii; the Jo war Sholapuri, a new class
of Indian durra (No. 24442); a collection of soy beans (Nos. 24672-
24690) from India; the Old German Frankish lucern (No. 24767)
from near the home of Wendlin Grimm, who originally introduced
the remarkably hardy Grimm alfalfa into Minnesota; Chinese grains
(Nos. 24845-24850) from an altitude of 11,000 feet in the Yangtze
Valley; and an unusual collection of grains from the uplands of
Abyssinia.

To those interested in the rubber industry, a new East African
rubber tree, producing rubber of the "Landolphia kirkii" type, from
Mr. Barrett (No. 24637), and the famous virgin rubber tree of Colom-
bia, South America (No. 24640), which yields rubber of the very
highest quality and is capable of cultivation, will be worthy of notice.

To those who are in search of new ornamentals and comfort plants,
the Chinese pistache (No. 24659) from Shantung, a promising tree for
dry regions, resembling somewhat the pepper tree (ScMnus molle),
and the sycamore fig of the north coast of Africa (No. 25094), one of
the most beautiful shade trees of the region, are worthy of especial
consideration; while the introduction of the "Kiat" tree of Abyssinia
will interest those who do not realize that a million or so of people in
Arabia and Abyssinia depend upon the narcotic in its leaves quite
as much as Americans do on tobacco.

DAVID FAIRCHILD,
Agricultural Explorer in Charge.

OFFICE OF FOREIGN SEED AND PLANT INTRODUCTION,
Waslmujton, D. C, September 10, 1909.
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I N V E N T O R Y .

24430. MEDICAGO SATIVA L. Alfalfa.
From Arequipa, Peru. Purchased from Borger & Guzman, through Mr. C. V.

Piper. Received January 2, 1909.

Peruvian.

24431 to 24433.
From Buitenzorg, Java. Presented by Dr. M. Treub, director, Department of

Agriculture. Received January 5, 1909.

The following seeds:

24431. LANSIUM DOMESTICUM Jack. Doekoe.

"The doekoe is one of the most refreshing fruits of the Dutch East Indies,
and is eaten in immense quantities both by the native Javanese and the Dutch.
It is about the size of a French prune, of a straw color, and the leathery rind,
which is easily peeled off, exposes a pulp of a peculiar, almost waxy, texture.
The several segments into which this pulp divides contain each a large seed,
which is intensely bitter to the taste, so that care is always exercised in eating
the fruit not to bite into the seed. The flavor is mildly subacid and decidedly
refreshing. While not to be ranked with the mangosteen, the doekoe, in my
opinion, is worthy of serious consideration as a new fruit for shipping purposes."
(David Fair child.)

Distribution.—Widely cultivated in India, and probably a native of the
Malay Archipelago; also reported from the Philippines.

24432. GARCINIA TINCTORIA (DC.) W. F. Wight.

Distribution.—A native of the mountains of India, extending from the Hima-
layas south to the Andaman Islands.

24433. ATALANTIA BILOCULARIS (Roxb.) Wall. (LIMONIA BILOCULARIS Roxb.)

A small shrub, armed with solitary, long, sharp spines. The leaves are
alternate, elliptical in outline, wavy margined, and firm and glossy. The
small, pure white flowers are borne in axillary clusters. The black berries are
about the size and shape of a pea and are succulent.

Distribution.—A native of the southeastern part of China and of the islands
of Hainan and Formosa.

24434. PANICUM MUTICUM Forsk. Para grass.
From Tampico, Mexico, whence it was secured by Mr. John Kennedy, of Sarita,

Tex., who presented the same to this Department. Numbered for convenience
in recording distribution, January 5, 1909.

"Distinct from ordinary strain of Para grass. More vigorous and recovers more
quickly after cutting, and decidedly superior." (S. M Tracy.)
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12 SEEDS AND PLANTS IMPORTED.

24437. ASPARAGUS FILICINUS Hamil.
From Nocera Inferiors, Italy. Presented by Mr. Willy Mtiller. Received Jan-

uary 5, 1909.

"This species was originally collected by Buchanan-Hamilton in Nepaul, but has
since been found in many localities extending from Burma to the western Himalaya,
and thence northward to Mongolia.. It is erect in habit and attains a height of nearly
4 feet, having horizontally spreading branches. The; slender, flattened phylloclades
are about one-third of an inch long and are borne in clusters of about five. The
greenish white flowers are seated on slender pedicels about twice as long as the
phylloclades." (Gardener's Chronicle, August 7/7, 1908.)

24438 to 24440.

From Kingston, "Jamaica. Received through Mr. William Harris, superintendent
of public gardens, Department of Agriculture, Hope Gardens, January 5, 1909.

24438. ZINZIBER OFFICINALK Rose. Ginger.

Rhizomes. Procured for Dr. II. II. True's experiments at Orange City, Fla.

24439. PKUNKA CUATLSNIMA Gaertn. f. Avocado.

Seeds.

24440. INDKJOFKHA ANIL L.

" Seeds of a leguminous shrub reaching a height of several feet and distin-
guished from the common indigo (Indigo/era tinctoria) by having short, com-
pressed, sickle-shaped pods and by its capability of being propagated by means
of callings. Indigenous in Tropical America, and occurring from the Carolinas
to Brazil. Formerly widely cultivated in both the eastern and the western hemi-
spheres, and together with /. linctoria an important source of indigo. Now, too,
found in waste places from North Carolina to Florida and Louisiana. It is no
longer cultivated commercially in the United States, since the introduction
of substitutes has rendered indigo production unprofitable." (W. W. Stock-
bergcr.)

24441. ORYZA SATIVA L. Rice.
From. Honolulu, Hawaii. Presented by Mr. F. G. Krauss, in charge of rice inves-

tigations, Hawaii Experiment Station. Received January (>, 1909.
"Variety No. KM, o 1 to 40 inches tall. A strong, erect grower, tillers well, and

bears heavily a kernel of good quality. Mature1 in 120 days. One of the best Japan
rices grown at the Hawaii station. We give preference to this variety, which promises
to supersede other Japan types in Hawaii." (Krauss.)

24442 to 24447.
From Sholapur, India. Presented by M. A. Peacock, esq., treasurer, the Ameri-

can Marathi Mission. Received December 26, 1908.
The following seeds, native names, and notes by Mr. Peacock:

24442 and 24443. ANDROPOC.ON SOIKJHUM (L.) Brot. Durra.

24442. Jo war Sholapuri. Stalks often grow 10 feet tall; heads mam-
moth.

"White. This is a medium-sized head, rather compact, with a rather
small, flattened, white seed inclosed in transversely wrinkled, mostly
pah1, glumes; florets awned. Apparently represents a group not hereto-
fore introduced." (("arleton R. Ball.)
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